
INTRODUCTION

Music sampling is the process by which a musician or record
producer uses a portion of an existing song in a brand-new
recording, looping it and layering it with new music in a new
context . 
Like other forms of art, musicians from time to time borrow
material from one another, referencing or using pieces of
another's music in their own. The complication, however, is
that copyright law gives musicians exclusive rights over their
work. 
If you use "samples" of other people's music in your own music,
you should first obtain written permission, so as to avoid
allegations of copyright infringement. This is particularly true
if you intend to release your music commercially and profit
from the sales. 
The Estate (children) of late Marvin Gaye sued Robin Thicke
and Pharrell Williams for copying the melodies of their father’s
hit song “Got to Give It Up” in their 2013 hit song Blurred
Lines. Robin Thicke paid more than $5m (Five Million Dollars)
after a jury ruled in favour of the Gaye family. Nigerian artiste,
Goya Menor was forced to remove his viral hit song “Ameno
Amapiano Remix” from all digital streaming platforms for
failing to clear the sample of his hit song from Pro Era. 
This article aims to answer questions that stakeholders and
interested persons in the music industry may have concerning
sampling 
Here’s a breakdown of the major types of record deals in the
global music industry.

If you use "samples" of other people's music in your own music, you should first
obtain written permission, so as to avoid allegations of copyright infringement.

TRUE/FALSE: 
I Can Sample Copyrighted Music Without
Permission If It Is Used less Than 5 Seconds – False.
 Stealing just one Kobo from a bag of One Million Naira is still
considered theft. To clear copyrighted music, you typically
need to procure two licences. One license for the usage of the
master recording (which is often owned by a label) and
another license for the usage of the underlying composition
(which is controlled by the publisher/songwriter) 

There Is no way to clear all samples – Partly False –
Partly True 
Although it can be very difficult to find publishers to clear
underlying compositions, due to poor database behaviour, for
recent and international music you can search for the song
you’re sampling in the databases of ASCAP, BMI, SESAC,
SOCAN, and Harry Fox or on Youtube upload descriptions.
Finding the label that owns the copyright to the sound
recording can be more difficult. Labels typically buy each
other out and close down often, leading to copyrights of songs
and albums switching ownership. Album liner notes and
internet platforms like youtube or online catalogs can help in
locating songs.

There Is a Fixed Sample Clearing Fee - False 
Sampling fees vary at the discretion of the Label and publisher,
typically Publishers and Labels request an advance sum and
further royalty percentages ranging anywhere from 15% to 50%,
depending on how prominently the sample is featured in the
new song or how prominent the Artiste is. 
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“I Don’t need Copyright If I’m giving Music away for Free – False. 

Even if Most copyright holders seldom enforce their rights on samples that are shared for free, they have every right of enforcement.
It is immaterial if you have no plans to ever make money from your music where you’re using any amount of uncleared samples,
you’re still infringing on a copyright. 

Copyrights Expire When an Artist Dies - Partly True Partly False 

According to the Copyright Laws in Nigeria, Copyrights of Natural persons are protected for 70 years after the creator’s death and
where the author is a government or a body corporate, 70 years after the end of the year in which the work was first published. If
you’re an artiste wondering about the legal modalities of sampling music or having your music sampled, it is advised that
professional counsel is sought to ensure you do not get any unwanted legal liability or have your copyrights infringed. 
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